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From Pastor Susan....

Back in the 80’s, the General Convention of the
Episcopal Church passed the following resolution:
Resolved, That each household be urged to base
pledging on a percent of its income, known as
Proportional Giving, and recognize tithing as the
minimum standard of giving...

Of course, everyone who pledges is already giving
proportionally —it is just that some of us have not
taken the time to figure out what proportion of our
income we are returning to God for the work of the
Church. Others approach the matter very mindfully.
I’'m not very good with numbers, myself, but I think
intentionality or mindfulness is an important part of
healthy stewardship, perhaps related to being what
scripture calls “a cheerful giver.”

When | think of gift-giving, the gifts that give me the
most joy to give are the ones about which I have been
most intentional. For example, making gifts takes a lot
of intention—one must decide what to give, obtain
the makings, take the time to make the gift—and one
so often thinks of the recipient as one makes such
gifts. Givers of handmade gifts are often “cheerful
givers” indeed, anticipating and enjoying the joy of
the recipient as well as the process of creating the gift.
The “success” of such gifts certainly cannot be gauged
by their economic value.

The very opposite would be the giver who puts no

thought or intention into the gift—who, on realizing a
gift needs to be given, reaches out to grab whatever is
easily available, slaps a bow on it, and checks it off the
“to do” list. This is not the picture of a cheerful giver!

When we think about our discipleship, it is worth
considering whether we are cheerful givers, whether
we are intentional in our practice of giving, or whether
we are simply giving God our leftovers. | have heard it
said that the firstness of the tithe is more important
than the tenthness, and | think the person who said
that was trying to get at this issue of intentionality.

We have some very intentional givers in this
congregation—givers of time, givers of money, givers
of effort, givers of willingness to step in and make
things happen. I think that is why we were able to
balance our budget in 2025, and why we have been
able to serve the Lord with a lively, loving community

that gives back to the larger community. | am thankful
for the various contributions of our members!

As we make our plans and budget for 2026 — Annual
Meeting taking place on December 7th—1 hope all
our members will mindfully and intentionally consider
their financial and hands-on support. We would like to
get pledge cards in by Nov. 2nd (Nov. 6th at the
latest), so Wendy can make a budget for the Vestry to
consider presenting at our Annual Meeting.

A visit from the saints... Nov. 2nd is our All Saints
celebration! If you were with us last year, you will
remember that | invited the congregation to come
attired as a saint or Bible character, and that we used
our sermon time to guess at their identities. It was fun
and educational, and we are doing it again. Costumes
don’t need to be elaborate by any means—one year
when | did this at St. Paul’s, a member stood up with
a large leaf that he held strategically and he told us to
imagine he wasn’t wearing anything but that leaf—he
was Adam! So, have fun, and let’s celebrate the
saints!

“Change Sunday” It is time to set the clocks back an
hour—yay, we get to sleep in on Nov. 2! The Diocese
has requested we consider another sort of change that
Sunday: we will be having a “noisy collection” of
change that will be donated to the Diocesan Youth
Ministry. Thanks in advance for your generosity!

Another time change! Please note that we have
moved our viewing of “The Chosen” up to 4:00, so
we can be off the road by dark. Thanks for your
flexibility, viewers!

A Change at the Food Pantry... Our Janet Hoffman
will be stepping down as the Wilson Community Food
Pantry Administrator effective December 31st. They
have a volunteer interested in replacing her, but it is
clear to all that it is really not a one-person position,
so they are asking their volunteers to consider assisting
with the operation of the Pantry. Might this be a
ministry you would like to undertake? If you have
questions or need information, you can contact Janet
at 716-751-0165. Many thanks to Janet for her years of
service!

Thanksgiving Eve Service... In the past we have joined
with Exley Community Church to offer a Thanksgiving
Eve service, but they are unable to do that this year,
so we will be having our own service right here at St.



John’s, at 7 P.M. on Thanksgiving Eve. | would
appreciate hearing from any chalice bearers and
lectors who can participate that evening.

Treasurer’s Report...

January — September 2025

Income: $ 30,524.10
Expenses: $ 25,852.02
Total Income: $ 4,672.08
Dividends: +$ 3,000.47
Interest: +$ 11.42

Total Net Income:

$ 7,683.97

Sr. Warden — Jane Hamilton...

October started off on a high note with the Rummage
Sale. This was the first time it was held in a long time.
It was a huge success!! Over $1,400.00 was raised with
10% being donated to the Wilson Community Food
Pantry. Thank you to Jerlyn Carney who mentioned
the idea and all those who helped with all aspects of
the sale, from donations to cleanup.

There was also a community service lead by Pastor
Susan for the Blessing of the Animals. It was held at
the village gazebo in Martin Park. It was a beautiful
service, with beautiful weather and animals of all
sorts... cats, dogs, bunnies and even a few chickens.
Paster Susan blessed all the animals and gave special
remembrance to all those that have crossed over the
Rainbow Bridge.

November will be off to a busy start too. Our
annual Election Day Chicken N’ Biscuit dinner on
Tuesday, Nov 4th. For the first time in several years,
we will have dine in. Thank you to Priscilla Moot for
chairing the event and Jerilyn Carney for organizing
the servers.

November is also the time when we start planning for
the annual meeting on Sunday, Dec. 7th and the
coming year. Pledge cards have been sent out and the
budget will need to be prepared and Vestry members
and Wardens elected. This year we'll be looking for
nominees to fill three positions, one Vestry member (3
year term), Jr. Warden and Sr. Warden.

There is more to church than the service and
fellowship. This is an opportunity to learn what goes
on behind the scenes and be a part of the decision
process. You'll learn about the every day operations
of our parish, the budget and finances, planning events
and building maintenance to the role the Dioceses has
in overseeing our parish, to the importance of the
diocesan convention. If you're interested in being on
Vestry or have any questions, please reach out to
Pastor Susan or any member of Vestry. Our parish is
growing. With new people come new ideas. Let’s
keeping moving forward.

Vestry Report — October 2025...

The following was discussed at our last meeting:

e Pastor Susan reminded everyone to dress as a
Saint on November 2. She will talk to the
Moms Group about coming.

e Our annual meeting will be Sunday, December
7th, We are looking for new members for
Vestry: Sr. Warden, Jr. Warden and one
Vestry member (three year term).

e Thanksgiving Eve Service will be at 7:00 p.m.
Shelly Andrews will be out of town (Exley
Community Church). Some of their members
may attend.

e We will need a budget from Wendy Brown by
our November meeting.

e Pledge letters will go out with a pledge card.

e Convention:

o Do we want to have a visit from the
Interim Bishop, Steven Lane? We
talked about when to have him come.
Jane suggested the 9/11 Service at the
Gazebo where the community attends.

o Listening sessions are online until
November 2, Please complete the
survey if possible.

o “Change Sunday” will be on
November 2n, This will support the
Diocesan Youth Ministries.

o UTO Offering — Lois Bateman will be
handing out the boxes for the new
year.

o Resolution to have congregations post
a passage regarding illegal aliens. We
already have on the sign out front “All
Are Welcome” which should cover
this.

e Jane Hamilton stopped in and noticed the
thermostat downstairs was 65. It should be 72.
She reset the thermostat. John Frank will take
a look at it.

e Jane will be contacting Sterling to have them
check the furnace.

e Kevin Brown came down and put more tar
around the pipe in the roof above the
bathroom. Hopefully the leak is fixed.



e Sent out text message to Vestry regarding the
air conditioner by the bathroom. It is very
dirty.

e Cleaners have been here. They have done the
walls, windows, blinds, floors. They are done
with the initial deep clean. Total is $350 for 10
hours. Surface cleaned the bathroom due to
the ceiling. Cleaner is aware of our Chicken
N’ Biscuit Dinner so if we need cleaning at
that time they will do it before. A motion was
made by Priscilla Moot have them clean at
least twice a month, seconded by Jerilyn
Camey. Approved. Cleaners will be coming
at their convenience.

e Christmas Family: Lois Bateman will talk to
the school nurse to obtain a family. We will
be using the Reverse Advent Calendar.

e Rummage Sale: We made $1,474.00. Items
that were left were taken to St. Andrew’s
Community Store, Community Missions and
Community Book Sale. A motion was made
by Priscilla Moot to donate 10% of profits to
the Wilson Food Pantry, seconded by Jane
Hamilton. Approved.

e SJC Moms Group: Things are going great this
year. We have twelve toddlers!

e Chicken N’ Biscuit: Priscilla Moot’s
granddaughter’s boyfriend will be doing the
chicken and gravy. Need people to realize
that since we have made the decision to dine
in that this means more physical work for
everyone. Tables need to be set, coffee
station, need beverages, tear down, clean up.
Jerilyn Carney will chair the dining room. Will
announce at church for people to sign up.

e Committees: Since our congregation has
grown we should have committees set up.
One person on the committee should be on
Vestry so they can report back. This will help
to include new members so they feel more
comfortable and see how things work.

e Driveway: Bedford Blacktop has not returned
phone calls regarding the backfill.

e It was suggested that we put the timeline of
when each Priest served on the picture with a
label.

Respectfully Submitted,
Jennifer Farwell-Puskas, Clerk of Vestry

FALL RUMMAGE SALE - Jerilyn Carney...

A HUGE thank you to everyone for making the Fall
Rummage Sale so successful. It definitely was a big
project that involved so many people to pull it off.
Whether you donated articles, sorted, cleaned,
organized, shopped, cleaned up or delivered, I thank
you!! We will be planning a spring sale. The date has
not been chosen yet, so stayed tuned!

Food Pantry....

The leaves are changing colors
and falling, children are gearing
up for Halloween and election
day is next week. Our clocks
go back an hour this weekend.
Time flies faster every month it seems. Before we
know it, we will be celebrating Thanksgiving. We all
have so much to be thankful for.

The Food Pantry is such a vital part of the many who
utilize their services. Our friends, family members and
neighbors will be receiving the traditional Thanksgiving
dinner from the Food Pantry. We have been asked to
collect gravy for this event. Turkey gravy in cans or
jars is needed to put the finishing touches on it. They
need to be turned in by NOVEMBER 23rd to give the
volunteers enough time to package and distribute the
dinners.

We all have so much to be thankful for, let’s spread
some of that fortune to others who aren’t as fortunate
as us. Their gratitude and appreciation are so real and
heartfelt. Let’s all do our part in sharing.

Please mark your calendars and bring in the donation
and place it in the basket at the rear of the church. If
you prefer to make a monetary donation, just note
Food Pantry on the memo line of your check or place
cash in an envelope and note Food Pantry on it.

Let’s all do our part to help this very needed and
appreciated community effort. As always, feel free to
contact me with questions, concerns or suggestions.
Thank you in advance for making this a great success!!

Lucy Kraatz
859-816-6869

Prayer List...

Pray for our Diocese, as we engage the process of
seeking a new bishop; and for the renewal of the
church. Pray for the people throughout the world who
are living with war, persecution, and deprivation; pray
for peace in the Middle East, Ukraine, Sudan, and
other places experiencing violence and upheaval. Pray
for those affected by natural disasters, especially those
who were hit by Hurricane Melissa. Pray for Barb &
Kalli, Joan Watts, Ron Rice, Jade and her family, the
Dix Family, Michael Carrig, Janet Clemons, Craig
Stalker, Patrick and Nicole McCartney, Cindy and Joe,
Elizabeth, Priscilla & John, Maria and her family,
Doloris, Theresa, John, Chester, Wrenzlie, Josh, Doug
Watts, Donna Martin, Rebecca, Stephanie, Laura,
Janet Failla, Kenneth, Craig & Nicole, Bonnie, Chris
and Ela, Zack, Rose, Donna, Paul & Lynetta, Judy
Maggs, Dick Kennedy.



FORWARD
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We provide Forward Day by Day to parishioners as a
simple and effective daily prayer practice. Each day
features a Bible verse from the daily readings and a
related reflection written by a different author each
month, all in less than 200 words. It even includes the
daily feast days, as well as prompts to take faithful
action in your daily life.

These can be found in the vestibule of the sanctuary.

Fellowship Committee...

» Reminder - The Fellowship Committee looks
forward to planning nonprofit events for the
congregation and/or our community in the
coming year. If there is something you would like
to see happen, we are open to suggestions.
Moving both the September 911 Service and the
Blessing of the Pets to Wilson’s community gazebo
was a great success!!

» Watch for the new Coffee Hour 2026 Calendar to
appear on the counter in the parish hall for signup
next year.

God is Good.
Priscilla Moot, Chairperson
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Ariane Watts 11/13
Doug Keppy 11/14
Aaron Watts 11/24
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ELECTION DAY CHICKEN N’ BISCUITS
Tuesday, Nov. 4t

* Serving at 4:00
#* Reservations good idea
#* We are still accepting monetary
donations to cover the expenses of :
o Chicken
o Biscuits
o Desserts

When paying by check, please write “Chicken
N’ Biscuit” on the memo line!

Thank you in advance for your continued
support.

Priscilla Moot
Chairman

Episcopal
Relief & Development
Working Together for Lasting Change

Episcopal Relief & Development is working closely
with partners to support people affected by Hurricane
Melissa. The Hurricane Relief Fund is an important
tool for responding to immediate needs and
supporting long-term recovery. Please see the
enclosed information and donation form.

Thank you in advance.



SJC MOMS Group...

% The MOMS have spent a month of relaxing,
sharing and enjoying getting to know the new
moms and their children. We have three new
babies so it’s been busy. Many of the moms
just need time to have a coffee, a bite to eat
and time to chat.

% Cindy, childcare volunteer leader, dressed up
for Halloween for the 12 kiddos at our last
meeting. We played with “pumpkin smelling
play dough”, find the spider in the leaves,
Halloween music and all the children went
home with treats.

¥ All the moms had a Halloween treat to take
home also.

God is Good
Priscilla Moot

SAVE THE DATE 1!

Annual Meeting
Sunday, December 7th
Following The Service

Episcopal Diocese of Western New York

The Western New York Diocese publishes a newsletter
via email. If you haven’t signed up for it and would
like to please follow these directions:

Go To: episcopalwny.org
Click On: News
Then Click On: Newsletter
Scroll Down To: “To Subscribe Click Here”
Then: Enter your information

The Lake Ontario Churches
(St. John’s, St. Andrew’s & St. Paul’s)

We are collecting 20 boxes of Instant
Mashed Potatoes for Agri-Business Child
Development’s holiday meal.

Please bring your donation in by
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7t
(Annual Meeting)

St.Andrew’s

bazaar

Attic Treasures
Homemade Candy
Holiday Decorations & Gifts
Bake Sale
Basket Auction

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 8', 2025
10:00-2:00

Chicken & Biscuit Luncheon
11:00-1:30

Wilson-Burt & West Creek Roads, Burt

Luncheon ~ Adults: $14.00, Children 12 & under: $7.00
WE ACCEPT CREDIT CARDS!
Handicapped Accessible
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