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From Pastor Susan...

For some time, now, we’ve been praying for our
Diocesan Partnership, as we discern our next steps.
We've taken part in “listening sessions”, some
online, some in person. We’ve been trying to digest
the report of the Evaluation Committee and discuss
it at Coffee Hour. I’ve been part of some clergy
gatherings to discuss our next steps, and some of
you have been part of similar discussions among the
lay delegates. I’ve read lots of emailed opinions on
the clergy listserv.

And | confess: | have been going back and forth on
the question of whether we should continue the
Partnership by calling one Diocesan Bishop to
preside over both WNY and NWPA. | am
beginning to think we should not.

When | retired in 2011 and left the area, there was
in place a robust system of volunteer commissions
that were available to resource congregations in
many areas of church life, for example evangelism,
Christian education, music, congregational
development, stewardship, and mission. That
system had disappeared by the time | moved back
into the Diocese in 2021. | recently learned it was
intentionally dismantled because NWPA didn’t
have a similar system—dismantled to address what
appeared to be a disparity between the partner
dioceses. This amazes me —congregations are
struggling, and need more resources, not less!

The more | have heard from various bodies, the
more | realize that we are trying to rebuild an
airplane while we are flying it. We’ve been at this
partnership for some years now but still haven’t
addressed some of the basic questions about
finances or discrepancies in the canons of the two
partner dioceses.

Meanwhile, we see our congregations diminishing. |
am all for collaboration, but we do not need to
reorganize the entire structure in order to
collaborate. | fear that if we decide to go forward
with one Diocesan Bishop serving two Dioceses, we
will continue to be tied up addressing the
mechanics of the relationship and not addressing
the root problems our congregations are facing.

The Church is changing... and it must, because the world
around us is changing and our old ways of sharing the
good news of Jesus Christ have lost their effectiveness. We
need to learn new ways of sharing it and living it. Maybe a
day will come when we gather in homes, instead of church
buildings; maybe a day will come when we exchange pipe
organs for humbler instruments. Who knows?

Might we have to die as a body to be resurrected to some
new life that is currently beyond our vision? If so, we must
not be afraid. We are the people of the resurrection!

bt t

Sr. Warden’s Report (Jane Hamilton)...

Spring has sprung according to the calendar. The sun is
shining, a little bit and the temperatures are getting
warmer, slowly. It's time for St. John’s annual perennial
plant sale to be held Saturday, May 3rd at 9 a.m. until sold
out, to be held rain or shine... inside. Donations of plants,
flowers, bushes, trees and anything garden oriented, such
as books, pots, tools, etc. are greatly appreciated. If you
need help transporting, give the church a call at 716-751-
6109 and we can arrange pickup. Please stop by and take a
walk thru on Saturday, May 3rd. Your support is
appreciated.

Last year the church applied for a construction grant
through the Dioceses and was awarded $9,000. The money
has been allocated for the paving of our back parking lot.
Bedford Paving was awarded the project and we are 13th
on the list once the paving season starts.

Thilk Electric has been contacted to install an outlet
underneath the new large screen tv on the wall in the
parish hall. They have also been asked to put a light switch
in for the ceiling light in the kitchen.

Treasurer’s Report...
February 2025
Income: $ 6,677.00
Expense: -$ 3,396.58
Total Income: $ 3,280.42
Dividends: +$ 497.88
Interest: 3.09

Total Net Income: $ 3,781.39



Birthdays....
Janet Hoffman 411
Wendy Brown 4/12
Kevin Brown 415
Anniversary:
Jerilyn & John Carney 4/26

Vestry Report — March 2025. ..
The following was discussed at our last meeting:

Holy Week — Maundy Thursday will be
held at St. John’s in Youngstown on April
17 at 5:30 p.m. We will need to provide a
Lector for the service.

Special Convention is on May 37. Rev.
Susan Keppy, Priscilla Moot, Janet Hoffiman
and Lois Bateman have been registered to
attend.

Priscilla Moot & Jane Hamilton went to the
conference on March 15t at the Diocese
Center. It was very informative. Highly
recommend for anyone on Vestry to attend
in the future.

Service for Marilee Clark has been
postponed.

Town of Wilson Calendar is incorrect for
our Chowder Sale in September — it says it
will be held at Exley Community Church.

Perennial Plant Sale will be held on
Saturday, May 3 starting at 9:00 a.m.

Exterminator — Will be called when needed.

It was decided to keep the same date and
time for future Vestry meetings.

Grants: The next application is due in
August to request monies for air
conditioning for the church sanctuary.
Also for other building issues — damaged
siding, stained glass windows and sidewalks.

Thilk Electric will be contacted to install a
plug in the parish hall below the new
television.

Lucy Kraatz will be returning bottles/cans
for Lois Bateman.

Bedford Blacktop will be contacted to see if
they have a start date for the remainder of
our parking lot.

Next meeting will be held on Thursday,
April 247 at 6:00 p.m.

Jennifer Farwell-Puskas
Clerk of Vestry

Perennial Plant Sale

Saturday, May 3™
9:00 a.m. - SOLD OUT

St. John's Episcopal Church
431 Lake Street, Wilson

Come Early For Best Selection !
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Please keep the following people in
your prayers:
Wendy, Theresa, Priscilla & John,
Zack, Jess and her family, Deloris;
Chris & Ela, Donna, Steve, Matty,
Arlen, Liliana and her family, Joan,
Laura, Ron, Craig. Pray for the families of: Kacee
and Jonathan, Adam & Becky, Tom & Kelli. Pray
for our Diocesan partnership, as we consider our
future leadership needs, and for our Roman
Catholic neighbors who are facing the closing of
their church; the people throughout the world
who are living with war, for those who are
persecuted because of their faith.
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This year St. John’s, Youngstown will be hosting the Agape
Supper before our joint Maundy Thursday service and the
Agape Supper at 5:30 p.m. The table will be set with
similar food and vegetable soup, somewhat resembling that
of Jesus time. Please come and join in the fellowship with
Youngstown.

- S

God is Good
Priscilla Moot, Fellowship Chairman



S]C Moms Group...

SJC MOMS Shrove Tuesday was a great success.
Thank you to all who supported us!! This money is
used for their outreach and also for an outing with
just the moms.

SJC MOMS group will hold their second annual
Easter egg hunt for their families at the home of
Megan and Steve Schmitt. It is a fun time for the
“entire family” to socialize and get to know each
other. Lots of games, prizes and great food!

The moms have been busy doing rock painting with
“kindness” as the theme. Unfortunately, Chet Frey
(Mr. Breadman) took ill and had to cancel at the
last minute, BUT rescheduled for Wednesday,

May 28th. Look up Chet Frey online and read his
wonderful story.

This year we have on a regular attendance of ten
busy and full of energy children under 4 years of
age. With winter get aways and sickness we are
always grateful for an extra hand or two with
childcare. We have four meetings left this year.
Please consider or talk with friends or family how
they may volunteer. The 2nd & 4th Wednesday,
9:30 -11:15 September through May.

God is Good.
Priscilla Moot

Thank you for the previous

”tpy support given to our local

- food pantry. With Easter fast

b ”Bﬂds approaching, we will continue
to collect canned sweet

potatoes and add in canned

plneapple' The pineapple can be sliced (rings) or chunks-
no crushed please.

Let’s do everything we can to help our neighbors, friends
and family to celebrate the Easter holiday.

As always, if you would prefer to make a monetary
donation, note it on the memo line of your check or put
the donation in an envelope and note it on the outside of
it.

Thank you for always helping St. John's support our local
food pantry.

Feel free to contact me anytime with questions, concerns
or suggestions.
Thank you,

Lucy Kraatz

859-816-6869

lucykraatz@aol.com

We had nine crockpots going with different soups as we
gathered after church on Mothering Sunday, March 3o0th.
We had the traditional array of our homemade soups and
breads. It was great to have leftovers to share and take
home.

What wonderful fellowship and nourishment! Thank you
to the many helping hands preparing soup, providing
crackers, bread and butter.

God is Good.
Priscilla Moot


mailto:lucykraatz@aol.com

Vestry — Warden Day March 2025

Was attended by Jane Hamilton (Warden) and
Priscilla Moot (vestry representation). Below are
some of the highlights. This was a very informative
and engaging fun meeting. Looking forward to
planning and executing some of the ideas.

» Ministry in New Ways (Cathy Dempsey-Sims)
® “QOperating a church” vs. “activating our
faith”
® Our building is a “safe place” in the
community
® The Vestry Resource Guide. We need to
purchase and use for St. John’s vestry

> Financial Overview (Maria Manocchio)

Looking forward to the return of our winter

snowbirds in May !!

ARTICLES DUE FOR MONTHLY

e Opportunities for Grant money twice a NEWSLETTER:
Year
APRIL 30™
> Vestry (Shawn Slother & Tony Pompa) MAY 28™
e Safe Church Guidelines - Who Should take JUNE 25T
the training? JULY 30™H
AUGUST 27T
> Pledging and Evangelism (Craig Dressler) SEPTEMBER 24TH
® [t’s normal to welcome new people to the OCTOBER 29™
service, invite them to coffee hour; BUT
“take them to coffee hour, chat with them NOVEMBER 26™
o . 2 ST
and invite your friends to join with you” DECEMBER 31

® |deas for pledge campaign task flow
calendar

ALL ARE WELCOME TO SUBMIT 1!

S AL ot

$17 Adults, $9 Children

$5 Manhattan Clam Chowder (16 02)
| Choice of Fish, Shrimp, or NEW Fish/Shrimp Combo

oice of Fries or Potato Salad
le Slaw & Bread w/Butter
- Surprise Homemade Dessert!

€all 716-778-7633 to Order

1Or Qrder at StAndrewsBurt.com

Orders Starting at 2:00
Pick Up Begins at &OQ

8t. Andrews Epse 'l“éhurch
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St. John’s Episcopal Church
P.O. Box 28
Wilson, NY 14172
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