
The Pious Press 
St. John’s Episcopal Church, Wilson, NY                                                        March 2025 

 
From Pastor Susan… 
     Well, there’s good news and bad news.  
 
     The good news is that Spring is on the way! 
The days are getting longer and we turn the clocks 
forward on March 9th. I saw a robin while I was 
taking my walk recently. The buds are beginning to 
swell on some of the trees. Winter isn’t over, but its 
days are numbered. 
 
     The bad news is that Lent is upon us. I am not 
fond of Lent: things already feel tired to me by the 
end of winter; fasting and repentance don’t feel 
that inviting. (Of course, I doubt they would at any 
time of the year.) I love Easter—who wouldn’t?—
but you have to go through crucifixion before you 
get to resurrection and that is grim even when you 
know how the story ends. So, I have mixed feelings 
this time of the year. 
 
     But this is the nature of things, two ends of the 
same spectrum. Life and death are both part of the 
package. All four seasons are essential and since 
they don’t last forever, they remind us to pay 
attention while the enjoyable bits are with us. Feasts 
are appreciated even more when we’ve been 
through fasts.  
 
     So… Lent: we will kick it off on March 4th, 
Shrove Tuesday, with a Pancake Supper (thanks to 
the Moms group) and a child-oriented Shrove 
Tuesday/Ash Wednesday service following supper. 
The Rev. Alison Martin will be leading the service 
this year. 
 
     Throughout Lent, following the Sunday service 
we will offer a program at Coffee Hour, which is 
being developed by the Diocesan Partnership to 
help congregations absorb and discuss the report 
from the Evaluation Committee. As you probably 
know, there will be a special convention early in 
May, at which our clergy and delegates will decide 
whether we as a diocese wish to maintain our 
partnership with the Diocese of Northwestern 
Pennsylvania. We must settle this question before 
we can proceed to search for a new Bishop. The 
Evaluation Committee has been hard at work 
listening to members of both dioceses and will 
share what they have learned through this Lenten 
program. I hope you will take part in this program, 
so we can discern our path forward together. 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sr. Warden’s Report (Jane Hamilton)… 
 
     Priscilla Moot and I will be attending the 
Warden/Vestry/Leadership Day at the Diocesan Ministry 
Center in Tonawanda on Saturday, March 1st.  A few of 
the topics of the workshop include Vestry leadership and 
responsibilities.  Knowing your neighborhoods and a 
Standing committee listening session regarding the 
partnership special convention which will be held on May 
3rd in Jamestown.   This will be the first workshop I will be 
attending as a member of Vestry and as a Warden. 
 
     A big thank you to Janet Hoffman and Priscilla Moot 
for their hard work cleaning out, cleaning up and 
organizing the back office.  The small office has actually 
been redecorated for private office space for Pastor Susan. 
 
     With the little warmer temperatures and sunshine this 
week it's not too soon to start thinking about St. John's 
annual plant sale which will be held Sat May 3rd from 9 till 
noon in the church parish hall.   It will be here soon!! 
 
 
Treasurer’s Report… 
 

January 2025 
 

     Income:                                 $  4,820.00 
     Expense:                               -$  3,352.34 
     Total Income:                         $  1,467.66 
     Dividends & Interest:             +$       1.66 
     Total Net Income:                  $  1,469.32 
  



 
  
Birthdays…. 
     Kelly Roberts                 3/09 
     Denise Failla                  3/14 

 
Vestry Report – February 2025… 
The following was discussed at our last meeting: 

• On Saturday, March 1st the Diocese will hold a 
Warden/Vestry Leadership Day in Tonawanda. 

• Shrove Tuesday service will be done by Rev. 
Allison Martin. 

• During Lent we will be using the Lenten 
Program from the Diocese.  Videos and a study 
guide will be used. 

• Mothering Sunday – March 30th at 9:30 a.m. 
• Palm Sunday – April 13th at 9:30 a.m. 
• Maundy Thursday – April 17th at 5:30 p.m. at 

St. John’s, Youngstown 
• Good Friday – April 18th at 6:00 p.m. 
• Easter Sunday – April 20th at 9:30 a.m. 
• Checking prices with a different exterminator 

for our bug issues. 
• Contacted by “On Time Sports” to advertise as 

part of a fundraiser for the schools.  Due to the 
cost we decided against it. 

• We are still looking for a cleaner that is local. 
• Our April Vestry meeting will be held on 

Thursday, April 24th. 
• Soft spots and down spout on the ramp will be 

addressed in the spring by John Frank. 
• Commercial refrigerator has been looked at for 

the excessive noise from the fans and has been 
adjusted and cleaned.  New part was ordered 
for the light strip. 

• A phone tree will be made for future closings 
due to the weather. 

• Signs for Shrove Tuesday have been made by 
Jason Wilson at no cost to us. 

• SJC Moms Group is looking for a new 
coordinator for next year. 

• Will be putting out a basket at coffee hour for 
monetary donations for supplies. 

• Due to vacations, sicknesses, etc. we are looking 
for more lay readers.  Jennifer Farwell-Puskas 
has volunteered to become a licensed chalice 
bearer to help out Janet Hoffman and Priscilla 
Moot in the rotation. 

• It was suggested that Vestry meetings be 
changed to a Sunday after church service.  It 
will be considered. 
 

Jennifer Farwell-Puskas 
Clerk of Vestry 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Please keep the following people in your prayers:  
   
Tina, Maria, Bonnie and Deloris; Chris & Ela, 
Donna, Cindy, Joe, Steve, Matty, Zack, 
Priscilla & John, Arlen, Lilianna, Joan, Joann, 
Theresa, Laura, Ron, Craig, Ann, Jayne. Pray 
for the families of: Kacee and Jonathan, 
Adam & Becky, Tom & Kelli. Pray for the 
bereaved. Pray for our Diocesan partnership, 
as we consider our future leadership needs, and for our 
Roman Catholic neighbors who are facing the closing of 
their church; and for the people of Ukraine and the 
Middle East. 

 
 
Easter is upon us!   
 
If you would like to put 
flowers on the altar in 
memory of a loved one 
please fill out the form in this 
newsletter and return with 
your check.  Thank You ! 

 
 



 
SJC Moms Group… Priscilla Moot 
 

➢ Mother Nature has certainly brought her 
challenges this month for the MOMS Group. 
School closing, so no social hour for the moms 
and play time for the children.   

➢ Then it was time to put the sign out front for 
the MOMS annual SHROVE TUESDAY 
Pancake Supper and we had way too much 
snow.  Fortunately, I was given Jason Wilson’s 
name who may be able to make a couple of 
signs to hang on the electric pole by the 
driveway.  (Yes I know we aren’t supposed to 
use them but……) Kyle our snow guy cleared 
away many feet around the pole, letting people 
exiting the parking lot from church have 
visibility and we were able to get to the pole 
and put up the signs.  Thank you Kyle for the 
extra help. 

➢ Jason Wilson made both signs on the electric 
pole at no cost.  I understand Jason is a very 
giving person in the community.  We will be 
making a basket for the basket raffle at Arrows 
for Austin benefit on September 6th at the 
Conservation Club.  Austin is their deceased 
son.  There are many different things happening 
at the event; so keep a watch out as we 
approach September.   

➢ Lilyana one of our children had her surgery for 
both hips.  Lilyana went back for her weekly 
checkup Wednesday and one leg is completely 
out of the socket.  As of today,  Lilyana had to 
have a rod inserted and a new cast put on so 
hopefully she will be a little more comfortable 
while healing. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Sunday, March 30th, Mothering Sunday 
Mothering Sunday is a Christian holiday honoring mother 
churches, the church where one is baptised and becomes 
"a child of the church", celebrated since the Middle Ages 
in the United Kingdome, Ireland and some 
Commonwealth countries on the fourth Sunday of Lent. 

 
The fourth Sunday in Lent, also known as Refreshment 
Sunday and Laetare Sunday. It was the traditional mid-
Lent Sunday. It was a time of refreshment and relaxing the 
penitential discipline of Lent.  
 
We will again this year have our traditional soup and bread 
Mothering Sunday.  Please join for fellowship and some 
nourishment.   
 
There will be a signup sheet in the parish hall to bring your 
favorite homemade soup or bread! 

 
God is Good. 
Chairman Fellowship, 
Priscilla Moot 
 
 
It has been so nice to have a few  
days above 20 degrees.  Though  
the temperature has improved,  
the need of our neighbors, friends  
and family members has not  
improved for many.  The need  
still exists for assistance. 
   
We have been asked to collect canned sweet potatoes, 
both small and large size, for this month.  I know our 
continued support is so appreciated by both the pantry 
and their clients.  With some of the changes taking place, 
our support is needed more than ever.  Please do what you 
can to help these people in need.  
 
As always, if you prefer to make a monetary donation, just 
write "Food Pantry" on the memo line of your check or if 
giving cash, just note it on an envelope.  Thank you in 
advance for continuing to support the Wilson Food Pantry. 
 
Feel free to contact me anytime with questions, concerns 
or suggestions. 
Thank you, 

Lucy Kraatz 
859-816-6869 

           lucykraatz@aol.com 

mailto:lucykraatz@aol.com
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