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From Pastor Susan… 
 
     I suppose by now everyone in the congregation 
has heard about the sermon preached by the Rt. 
Rev. Maryann Budde at the National Cathedral, in 
a prayer service that was related to President 
Trump’s inauguration. I have friends all over the 
political spectrum and have been hearing very loud 
opinions about this sermon and about this bishop. 
To be frank, for quite a while I avoided listening to 
the sermon because I found the “dialogue” 
concerning it so polarized, inviting contention. I 
didn’t have an appetite for more disagreement. I 
expect we all have had quite enough of political 
“discussions” that devolve into trading insults! 
 
     But finally, I decided I’d better listen to it. 
People I respect on “both sides of the aisle” were 
holding forth on the subject, some saying it was a 
very courageous sermon and others saying it was an 
abuse of the pulpit. I found a video of it online and 
watched it. My own assessment: it was neither very 
courageous nor abusive.  
 
     In one bit of it, Bishop Budde said that some 
people are afraid of how President Trump might 
enact his policies, and I observe that to be true. She 
asked him to be merciful to those who were in fear. 
She didn’t promote a particular policy; she just 
asked him to be merciful. That doesn’t seem to me 
to be an insulting thing to say, nor particularly 
courageous (although I do understand she has 
received a lot of criticism for saying it, including 
from the President himself). I appreciated her 
observation, “Unity is not partisan.” 
 
     I did not interpret anything the Bishop said as 
“calling out” the President any more than I am 
calling out any of you when I reaffirm the teachings 
of Jesus in a sermon. I try to relay the Gospel in 
such a way that any visitor or child who is 
unfamiliar with our beliefs will learn about them; 
and I am trusting every one of you to consider how 
and where that particular teaching might best be 
applied.  
 
     Do we all sometimes fall short of the Lord’s 
teaching? Yes, so sometimes we do need to apply it 
to ourselves, and stand convicted of our 
shortcomings. It is not for nothing that our 
response to each element of the Baptismal 
Covenant is, “I will, with God’s help.” It is not for 
nothing that the officiant concludes the  

 
reaffirmation of our Baptismal Covenant by saying, “May 
the God who has given you the will to do these things give 
you the grace to accomplish them.” But that is for each of 
us to determine for ourselves. The preacher who upholds 
Gospel teaching in a sermon is not automatically charging 
anyone in particular with failing to uphold it.  
 
     Well, that is my take on it. I’d encourage anyone 
interested in the matter not to take anyone’s word about 
the sermon, including mine, but to listen or read it for 
yourself. 
 
 
 
 
Treasurer’s Report… 
 

December YTD 2024 
 

     Income:                                 $39,884.48 
     Expense:                               -$36,463.97 
     Total Income:                         $ 3,420.51 
     Dividends & Interest:             +$ 3,404.05 
     Total Net Income:                  $ 6,847.28 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, February 9th 
Valentine Brunch 

Hosted by:  Jerilyn Caney & Denise Failla 
PLEASE JOIN US !! 

 
 



 

 
  
Birthdays…. 
     Nancy Thompson                     2/15 
     Dawn Veach                            2/28 
 
 

 
Vestry Report – January 2025… 
 
The following was discussed at our last meeting: 

• Jerilyn Carney was given a packet of 
information for being a new member on 
Vestry. 

• Pastor Susan advised us that we will need a 
supply priest for Shrove Tuesday, March 4th 
due to a prior commitment.  Pastor Susan 
will call Pastor Alison Martin. 

• We have a couple of members who are in 
the process of writing books.  Writers Circle 
will meet after coffee hour on the last 
Sunday of each month. 

• The Warden, Jane Hamilton has advised 
Vestry of our Buildings and Grounds 
members:  John Frank, Priscilla Moot, 
Jennifer Farwell-Puskas and herself. 

• The Warden will be putting together a 
binder of vendors that service our needs at 
church.  This will be placed in the office for 
everyones use. 

• It was voted upon that our Fair Share of 
$4,850 will be paid for 2025 in full. 

• The piano tuner will be contacted for the 
piano I the sanctuary. 

• Our kitchen is available to rent as a 
commercial kitchen to the public.  If 
anyone is interested please call the church 
number. 

• We are still have a need for a cleaning 
person for the church.  If interested please 
call the church number. 

• For SJC Moms Group – child care 
volunteers are needed.  Please contact 
Priscilla Moot. 

• The Vestry has decided to transfer back 
$5,000 to our investment account to replace 
monies that have come out in the past. 

 
Jennifer Farwell-Puskas 
Clerk of Vestry 
 

Please keep the following people in your prayers:  
   
 
Steve, Matty, Zack, Brian & his family, 
Priscilla & John, Arlen, Lilianna, Joan, 
Joann, Theresa, Laura, Maria and 
Deloris, Ron, Craig, Ann, Jayne, Zach 
Andry, Elise’s Fritz. Pray for the 
families of: Kacee and Jonathan, Adam & Becky, 
Tom & Kelli. Pray for our Diocesan partnership, as 
we consider our future leadership needs, and for 
our Roman Catholic neighbors who are facing the 
closing of their church; the people of Ukraine, and 
the Middle East. Give thanks for the release of the 
hostages! People affected by the fires in CA, and 
those still recovering from Hurricane in NC. 

 
 
 
 
 

We need more chalice bearers! 
 

Priscilla and Janet do a fine 
job as our chalice bearers, 
but we could use more than 
two.  
 
Pastor Susan will be training 
any new ones and 
submitting the paperwork 
to have them licensed. 
Please let her know if you 
are interested. 
 
 
 

 
 

Palms Needed 
 

I am asking again this year for everyone to please bring in 
your palms from last year. I need to burn them before the 
Ash Wednesday service. I would appreciate it if you could 
bring them in asap.  
 
Thank you. Lois Bateman 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Fellowship Committee….. 
 
Thank you everyone for contributing to our weekly 
coffee and fellowship hour. 
 
Priscilla Moot, Chairman 
 
 
 
SJC Moms Group… 
 
Please try to support this annual event to support 
their curriculum and childcare activities.   
 
Priscilla Moot 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                        For the month of  
                                        February we will be  
                                        donating canned pork  
                                        n’ beans.  Our  
                                        representative is still  
                     Lucy Kraatz.  Please see her with  
                     any questions. 
 
 
 
 

 
Christmas 2024 

 
Many thanks to everyone who contributed 

towards the flowers to decorate our sanctuary: 
 

Lois Bateman 
Frank Boeck 
Denise Failla 

Jennifer Farwell-Puskas 
John & Anne Frank 

Jane Hamilton 
Janet & Kenneth Hoffman 

Susan & John Keppy 
Priscilla Moot & Felix Kutrybala 

Lucy Kraatz & Priscilla Moot 
Tina Zemla 
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