
 

 

St. John’s Episcopal Church 
431 Lake Street, P.O. Box 28 
Wilson, NY  14172 
www.stjohnswilson.org  

Pious Press 

November & December 2015 
 

Sunday 9 a.m. - Holy Communion with Hymns 
 
 

 
Wilson Community Food Pantry 

Donation For November & December: 
 

Turkeys or Monetary Donation 
Boxed Stuffing, Canned Cranberries, 

Etc. for Holiday Meals 

Hope, Healing & Hospitality 



 

 

St. John’s Episcopal Church 

431 Lake Street 
P.O. Box 28 

Wilson, NY  14172-0028 
Office Telephone:  716-751-6109 

stjohnswilson@juno.com  
 

Priest:   

Deacon:  The Rev’d Rocky Dworak 
Deacon Telephone:  716-877-3655 
Deacon Cell Phone:  716-474-9818 

Parish Administrator—Jennifer Farwell-Puskas  716-751-0101 

Treasurer—Wendy Brown  716-791-8442 

Music Director—Lois Carter  716-751-6525 

Sexton—Jerilyn Carney  716-628-9477 

Housekeeper—Allison Carter  716-751-6525 

 

Warden 
Jim Alessi 

716-751-9479 
 

Vestry 
 Jeff Pyskaty   Denis Desso  Marcia Sabey 
 Jennifer Farwell-Puskas  Vicki Jancef  Denise Failla  

We are in need of Coffee Hour Hosts 

Please sign-up in the Parish Hall !! 

 
BIRTHDAYS will be celebrated 

on the first Sunday of each month! 

 

Don’t Forget…. 

Anyone can place flowers on the altar at any time.   

What a great way to remember a special event or  

that special someone.  Sign-up in the Parish Hall. 
 
 

      

Treasurer’s Report 

 

    Sept. 2015        YTD 2015 

Income:         $  3,117.20          $ 28,477.34 
Expense:       -     3,499.08      -    34,747.40           
Total:       - $     381.88          - $   6,270.06 
 

Add Dividends:           .08            $    1,839.61    
Total:         - $     381.80           - $   4,430.45 



 

 

Your Warden’s View…. 

To everything, turn, turn, turn . . . 

Last Sunday morning as Alie and I were having breakfast before service, I started singing 

The Birds version of Ecclesiastes, reflecting on what the day would hold for St. John’s.  

Then, as I listened to the first reading, I realized how connected I had become with the  

congregation, with St. John’s, and with Judith.  I felt great comfort to be a part of this  

community, this congregation, this family in this time of transition. 

 

A time to cast away stones . . . 

I, for one, do not like change.  I take solace in certainty, predictability, steadiness.  But, I 

suppose without change, there is no growth, which is something I hold in high regard.  It is 

one of life’s little paradoxes, and the choices which we have to make.  Picking your battles, 

if you will.  But with every challenge comes opportunity; although we have to say good-bye 

to a close friend, we have the opportunity to gain another. 

 

A time to embrace . . . 

The last few months has been a busy time for me.  I just started a new job and I, like many of 

us, may be feeling a bit overwhelmed at the tasks ahead.  But I have been watching how we 

come together, how we all have stepped up to answer the call to serve.  Whether its  

volunteers for the search committee, new vestry members, or working with St. Andrew’s, I 

have witnessed our strong bonds in sharing our faith, dedication and commitment to both 

congregations and to each other.  I am looking forward to the time we will be spending  

together. 

 

A time for peace . . . 

I have no doubt we will emerge from this process stronger.  I feel more connected with this 

congregation than ever before.  The meetings and conversations that I have had over the last 

few weeks and months have been productive and comforting.  I am thankful for everyone’s 

participation and dedication to St. John’s and our covenant agreement with St. Andrew’s.  

As Judith has always said, we are truly blessed! 

 

There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under the heavens. 

        Peace, 

        Jim 

Reflection on Vestry position: 

After much thought & prayers I decided to run for Jr. Warden.  Although it 
has been several years, I have held this position before. Some of that time 
was when St. John's was in the position we are now in searching for a new 
priest.  I am looking forward to working with Jim, the rest of Vestry &  
St. Andrew's.  I hope that I will be a positive member of the team for all 
the members of St John's.  
 
        Lois Bateman 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

First Sunday in Advent:  November 29th 
Second Sunday in Advent: December 6th 
Third Sunday in Advent:  December 13th 
Fourth Sunday in Advent:  December 20th 

    
 
 



 

 

Upcoming Community Events 
 

The following is a listing of upcoming community events in the Village of Wilson 
for November & December, 2015: 
 

Nov. 3rd Wilson Community Food Pantry   2 p.m.—8 p.m. 

  St. Brennan’s On The Lake 

 

Nov. 7th Electronic Recycling     8 a.m.—Noon 

  Town Highway Dept. 

 

Nov. 10th Wilson Community Food Pantry   2 p.m.—8 p.m. 

  St. Brennan’s On The Lake 

 

Nov. 17th Wilson Community Food Pantry   2 p.m.—8 p.m. 

  St. Brennan’s On The Lake 

 

Nov. 24th Wilson Community Food Pantry   2 p.m.—8 p.m. 

  St. Brennan’s On The Lake 

 

Dec. 1st Wilson Community Food Pantry   2 p.m.—8 p.m. 

  St. Brennan’s On The Lake 

 

Dec. 5th Electronic Recycling     8 a.m.—Noon 

  Town Highway Dept. 

 

Dec. 8th Wilson Community Food Pantry   2 p.m.—8 p.m. 

  St. Brennan’s On The Lake 

 

Dec. 15th Wilson Community Food Pantry   2 p.m.—8 p.m. 

  St. Brennan’s On The Lake 

 

Dec. 22nd Wilson Community Food Pantry   2 p.m.—8 p.m. 

  St. Brennan’s On The Lake 

 

Dec. 29th Wilson Community Food Pantry   2 p.m.—8 p.m. 

  St. Brennan’s On The Lake 

 

A Note From Florida by Nancy Thompson….. 
 

 

 

Faith Matters—Yes it does! 

 

Faith is the backbone of our lives—unseen and unquestioned.   

 

Faith is the fertile fiber that runs from our hearts straight through to  

our minds and is planted firmly in our souls.   

 

Faith was introduced to us by our parents and nurtured in us with weekly trips 

to Sunday School and daily prayers.   

 

Faith has been built and sustained since we were old enough to sing “Jesus 

Loves Me,” and to learn the Lord’s Prayer.  Whether we knew it or not, faith 

grew within us. 

 

Faith is what draws us to our pews each week, to summer picnics and Autumn 

Applefests.  We have all of us learned to listen to its voice calling us. 

 

We are people drawn and knit together not out of habit, but out of need.  We 

come because we have chosen to be held by its invisible ties.  We have passed it 

on to our children and it continues its path.  It I the fuel that makes us run. 

 

Faith does matter to each and every one of us.  We are a faith-family at St. 

John’s and St. Andrew’s.  We cannot deny that our path are joined.  It is a 

“Faith of our Fathers Living Still.” 



 

 

We will be having our annual     
Christmas cookie exchange 
on        December 20th.  
Please make 6 dozen cook-
ies and put 1/2 dozen on 
each plate. You bring 6 
dozen cookies & take home 
an assortment of 6 dozen 
cookies. 

    Lois Bateman 
 
 
 
 
Vestry Reflection by Jeff Pyskaty 
 

 I grew up going to church at a non-denominational church 
in Lockport without even a thought to the fact that there was a 
leadership body that had to help make financial and directional 
decisions for the church.  Even my initial time here at St. John’s 
I was in a state of oblivion as to what this creature called 
“vestry” was all about.  Now I can’t seem to remember a time 
when I wasn’t on vestry.  Everyone should consider a turn on 
vestry.   Our children learn in Sunday School, members learn 
spiritually from the sermon, and members can also learn about 
the church through vestry.  I invite all to consider running for 

 

     Applefest 2015 

 

 

St John's had another successful Applefest thanks to all of you who worked so 
hard and to the community for supporting us. We had a few new things this year 
such as the placemats with the ads instead of the booklet. These turned out very 
nicely. Thank you Jennifer Farwell-Puskas. Also we had the craft table again 
which was very successful thanks to Daniel Pyskaty. Thank you to all the 
other chairmen: Sharon Rhodes, Jerilyn Carney, Marcia Sabey, Lois Carter, Jeff 
Pyskaty and Millie High. 

Thank you to all the workers who helped in so many ways. We could not have 
been so successful without everyones help.  
 
        Lois Bateman 
 
 
 
This year we were able to showcase the many talents of St. 
John’s members and friends at the craft table.  We had a nice 
variety of items such as soap, wood carvings, stationary and 
journals, knit crafts, Christmas ornaments jewelry and more.  A 
special thank you goes out to Mr. Kopeck, Mrs. High, and Erika 
Benton for their donations, which ensured that we were a great 
success. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Daniel Pyskaty 



 

 

Dates to Remember 

 
November 

Nov.  1    All Saints Sunday 

Nov.  3  4 p.m.  Election Night Chicken & Biscuit Dinner  

Nov. 11 7 p.m.  Restorative & Hatha Yoga 

Nov. 12 6 p.m.  Vestry Meeting 

Nov.  14 10 a.m. St. Andrew’s Bazaar 

Nov. 18 7 p.m.  Restorative & Hatha Yoga 

Nov. 26   Thanksgiving Day Eucharist at Exley Methodist Church 

 

December 
Dec. 1  7 p.m.  Calming Yoga 

Dec. 2  7 p.m.  Restorative & Hatha Yoga 

Dec. 6    Annual Meeting at St. John’s After Service 

  3 p.m.  Country Christmas in Wilson 

Dec. 8  7 p.m.  Calming Yoga 

Dec. 9  7 p.m.  Restorative & Hatha Yoga 

Dec. 15 7 p.m.  Calming Yoga 

Dec. 16 7 p.m.  Restorative & Hatha Yoga 

Dec. 20   Cooking Exchange After Service 

    St. Andrew’s Christmas Pageant 

Dec. 22 7 p.m.  Calming Yoga 

Dec. 24 7 p.m.  Christmas Eve Eucharist at St. Andrew’s 

Dec. 25 10 a.m. Christmas  Day Eucharist with Father Sam at St. John’s 

Happy Birthday To…. 

 

  Lois Carter  November 8 

  John Beukema  November 12 

  Ali Alessi   November 20 

  Jim Alessi   December 17 

  Geoffrey Hills  December 19 

 

 
 Please make sure that your birthday and/or anniversary is on 

file in the office so that we can include you on our monthly celebration 
list.  See Jennifer Farwell-Puskas, Parish Administrator for all  

updates or changes. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We again are doing the coat drive for the children in the Wilson School District. I 
am working with the nurses in the elementary & middle/high school. If you   
haven't donated yet and wish to you have until November 8th. I will be getting the 
final list on November 9th and will go shopping that week. Please make your 
check out to St. John's with coats in memo line.  

I thank you for your generosity as do the children that will be receiving the coats.  

        Lois Bateman 

 

SAVE THE DATE: 

 

Sunday, December 6th is our  

ANNUAL MEETING 

The Book Shelf-  

Reading for Fun, Reading for Faith 
hither & yon 

A travel guide for the spiritual journey 

by Becca Stevens 
 

This short book has served me well over the past several years since I discovered it.  I have 

read it numerous times, passed it on, and gifted it to friends who were struggling.  I think of 

it as an old friend and when I am feeling lost or out of sorts or I am struggling with some-

thing difficult in my life, I go back to it,  and feel renewed. 

 

The story likens our  journey with God to traveling.  How do we plan our journey? What 

will we wear?  Do we have a map? What if something goes wrong? What are our stories of 

the road? In a beautiful, calming narrative, Becca Stevens shares what she has learned on 

her journey to God with laughter and wisdom.  The discussion guide, helpful hints and her 

poems laced throughout the book, guide the reader to look at their faith as ever developing  

and changing.  She encourages you to embrace the uncertainty and scariness of everyday 

life and love radically.  

 

Becca Stevens is an Episcopal priest and the founder of Magdelene, a residential commu-

nity for woman with a criminal history of prostitution and drug abuse.  

"In the end we are just servants doing our duty as best we can." 

 

      Submitted By:  Stacy Lampman, St. Andrews 

 
 



 

 

A Note From Your Vestry… 

 
During this interim period Pastoral Care will be shared by the  
following: 
 Marcia Sabey – Sunshine 
 Sharon Rhodes – Communion to those who are homebound 
 Deacon Rocky – Pastoral emergencies and hospital visits 
 Jennifer Farwell-Puskas - Communications 
 
If you have a need or concern please contact your Warden, Jim 
Alessi, Parish Administrator, Jennifer Farwell-Puskas or Deacon 
Rocky. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE NOTE: 

 

Effective immediately ALL mail being sent to St. John’s 

should be addressed to:   

   P.O. Box 28, Wilson, NY  14172 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Faith Matters 
This feature will appear in both St. Andrew’s newsletter 

and the Pious Press.  This month, our essay is written by 

Bob Colangelo (St. John’s). 

 
How else can I describe my faith but to say “In God I Trust”.   As a nonagarnian, and with 

all things I have been blessed with - - I believe and trust in HIM. 

 

We all start our journey in life with uncertainties, but with faith.  There can be no dispute, 

that in the beginning of the heartbeat, faith protected, nourished, loved us, and sent us onward in life’s journey. 

 

 My journey through life hasn’t been different than others, perhaps, i.e., sad, happy, exciting, challenging, difficult 

at times, emotional, motivational. You name it, and probably heard the statement “Keep the Faith-Baby”. So, go-

ing through the journey, I’ve always had/have faith and trust in God. 

 

During my youth, I was a Roman Catholic, as most Italian families were at those times. I was “faithful” in attend-

ing religious education classes on a Wed afternoon, attending Mass and all the peripherals. Being young, reckless -

- Faith?  However, it wasn’t until WWII, June, 1943, in a foxhole just off Omaha Beach in France, that I rein-

forced my faith. I made a covenant with my Lord, Jesus Christ. The covenant was that I would never forsake HIM 

if HE would spare my life. I was scared, but had faith in HIM. There are times when I recall those days that I actu-

ally tear and thank him over and over again. 

 

There have been many, many times I have had conversation with HIM to help direct me, and help me through my 

thoughts and actions. I give HIM thanks for whatever the outcome because I know HE is with me. As an example, 

during my overseas employment in France with General Motors, and then recently married to my wife Ellen, life 

was somewhat difficult -- business, life in a different culture, etc.  I would take walks in the country side, sit on a 

rock in a meadow and have conversation for guidance with HIM.  Faith conquered! 

 

It wasn’t until my first marriage in 1949 that I was accepted into the Episcopal Church. Although I was excommu-

nicated from the Roman Church, I never lost faith in my Lord.  HIS blessing to me for my faith in HIM resulted in 

marriage, college education, three super children (one now an Episcopal Deacon), grand and great-grandchildren, a 

second marriage, wonderful extended family and necessities in living a comfortable life.  In summary, let’s say all 

the things in life.  Life has been and is great! 

 

My faith is only part of total faith I witness as being a part of my church community—St. John’s Wilson. 

As a nonagarnian, it gets more difficult to arise so early on Sunday mornings to attend the service.  It’s a goal to 

meet because it give witness to me the faith my community has.  In God we Trust! The faith, hope, love and char-

ity the community has is unmatched. This is where I’ve been accepted and belong! 

 

Oh, I almost forgot.  I still have faith in making that  hole in one in golf.  Fore! 

 

In conclusion, I attempt to practice my faith 24/7 anywhere and everywhere.  I know my Lord Jesus Christ will 

forgive me when I stumble – and I do stumble. 

 

       Onward with Christ, 

       Bob Colangelo  


